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the \vars of the Emperor Heraclius with the Persian's, the
latter entered into a treaty of alliance with the Avars,
who in A.D. 626 unsuccessfully besieged Constantinople ;
whereupon the Roman Emperor made a treaty of friend-
ship with the Turks, with the result that the fate of the
empire of the East depended chiefly upon the alliances
of the opposing monarchs with different tribes of the
Shepherds of Tartar)'; and no sooner had Heraclius
triumphed over the Persians, than the Arab followers of
Muhammad commenced to conquer the provinces he had
hardly rescued from the successor of Cyrus.
In the history of the Bulgarians can be traced that of
the remains of the army of Attila, mixed with the Sla-
vonic tribes of Servia, Bosnia, and Croatia, and their
defeat, in A.D- Su, of Nicephorus, Emperor of the East,
vras avenged a few years later by the arms of Charle-
magne, who reduced the Huns of Pannonia.
The Hungarians, as has been said above, belonged to
the Ugrian or Finnish branch of the Tartars, which once
occupied the greater part of Northern Asia and Europe.
They first permanently settled, in A.D. 889, on either side
of the Danube, between Belgrade and Vienna, whence they
ravaged Bavaria, Swabia, and in 924 invaded Italy to the
southern shores of Calabria. Their power was broken
in A.D. 934 by Henry the Fowler, Duke of Saxony, and
in 955 by the Emperor Otto, after which they settled
peaceably in Hungary, and in the ninth, tenth, and
eleventh centuries Christianity had spread over that
country, together with Bulgaria, Bohemia, Saxony, Nor-
way, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, and Russia. Its pro-
gress was marked by the establishment of law and order,
and of settled habits of life and government among the
Northern barbarians.